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Summary
1. Presentation

2. Organization of sessions

3. Exercise

1. Presentation

This 2 days module inside the subject of Research Methodologies in Humanities and Science has de objective to present the two main kinds of information systems for researchers:

· Academic (or scientific) databases

· Academic search engines

The module is organized in two presentation sessions plus the realization of a little case study by students.


2. Organization (sessions and topics)
	Session
	Day
	Topics/Activity

	01
	27/09
	1. Online searching  for professionals or academic purposes
2. Databases
3. Academic search engines

4. Presentation of exercise for next session (4/10) if possible (if the students have logins and passwords). If not, the exercise can be delivered by mail (lluis.codina@upf.edu) until 8/11)

	02
	04/10
	1. Exercise results: students presentations and debate
2. Academic search engines

a. Google Scholar

b. Scopus

c. Live


3.  Exercise: Case Study to be handed in on 4th October (or by e-mail until 8th November)
This exercise could be done in pairs or individually.  The deliverable will be a print report.

Tasks and steps are as follow:

a) Each student (or group of two students) must select a few keywords about one topic or subject of their interest. For example (this is only for illustration):
a. Multimedia Museums
b. Net art

c. Interactivity Web
d. Multimedia systems

e. Information visualization
f. Multimedia retrieval systems

b) Each student (or group, etc.) must select a database from the database collection available in the UPF Library web page. It is suggested that they try one of these:

a. ACM Digital Library
b. IEEE Explore

c. Ingenta

d. ISI Web of Knowledge

e. SpringerLink

It is suggested that the students make a superficial revision of the 5 databases suggested, and then choose one to analyze.

c) When the student has chosen one of the database (in case of doubt, I recommend  ACM), the student must do the following report about the chosen database:

a. Database name

b. Content description: topics covered by the database and typology of documents that can be obtained (journal articles, books, proceedings, etc.) Tip: See the help page, or the about us page, etc.
c. Main search facilities (only a list of the two or three main options).

d. Possible relevance of the database content in relation to the student topic of interest: is the content relevant, is the information up to date, is there enough information about the topic?, etc.
e. Subjective user satisfaction: does the database have friendly user interface? are the search and navigation options understandables?  is the overall system friendly and usable?,  etc.
f. Annexe:

i. The list of the keywords used by the students to test the database.
ii. One screenshot (screen capture) of main page or the search page of the database.
iii. One screenshot of the database results page after a search with one of the keywords of the student list.
Observation: each the screenshots must have a caption

g. Cover:

i. Name(s) of the student(s)

ii. Name of the topic module (Online searching)

iii. Date (month, year)

d) Extension of the report:  1.5 – 2 pages excluding the screenshots and the cover page. Estimated time needed to complete this exercise: 1.5-2 hours. 
